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CITY STATE
Court relo-
cates Paxton 
trial, seeks 
fair jury
State prosecutors said 
Thursday they want to 
move Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton’s trial out of 
Collin County because they 
cannot find an impartial 
jury there, according to the 
Dallas Morning News.
“Over the course of al-
most the last two years … 
Paxton’s posse of spokes-
men, supporters and sur-
rogates — a clique herein 
collectively referred to as 
‘Team Paxton’ — has em-
barked on a crusade clearly 
calculated to taint the Col-
lin County jury pool,” pros-
ecutors wrote in a filing.
Prosecutors said Paxton 
supporters in his home 
county, where the alleged 
crimes took place, are 
persuading locals to rally 
around Paxton before his 
securities fraud trial takes 
place on May 1. The trial 
will likely be delayed if the 
venue changes, according to 
the Dallas Morning News.
“On behalf of Mr. Pax-
ton, we vigorously deny 
the twisted and distorted 
allegations contained in the 
Motion to transfer venue, 
most of which pertain to 
actions taken by law-abid-
ing taxpayers in the exer-
cise of their free speech and 
access to the courts,” Pax-
ton’s defense lawyer Phil-
ip Hilder said in an Aus-
tin American-Statesman 
article Tuesday.
In August of 2015 the 
K2 arrest leads to trial, discussion
A Travis County jury sen-
tenced a man to five years 
in prison last week in the 
county’s first drug-trafficking 
trial involving K2, a type of 
synthetic marijuana. 
Tajay Stephens, 26, was con-
victed with the minimum sen-
tence for possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent 
to distribute. Prosecutors said 
Stephens was the ringleader in 
a larger operation at a homeless 
shelter in Austin and revealed 
video footage of Stephens mak-
ing multiple transactions.
“I think it’s a fair verdict 
given the evidence,” prosecu-
tor Bill Bishop told the Austin 
American-Statesman last week.
The conviction has reopened 
a larger discussion of K2 distri-
bution in Austin. 
K2 is a blend of industrial 
chemicals most commonly 
sprayed onto tobacco leaves 
and smoked. The drug is 
similar to marijuana in that it 
bonds to the same receptors in 
the brain, but unlike the name 
suggests, that is about all K2 
and marijuana have in com-
mon, said Darren Noak, Travis 
County EMS Captain.
Because of the wide variety 
of chemicals in each batch of 
the drug, there is no definite 
way to predict how K2 will af-
fect users, Noak said.
“It’s a wide and varied pre-
sentation — some people are 
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WEST CAMPUS
Former regent speaks at Tejas Club
At the end of his six years 
as a UT regent, Alex Cran-
berg shared stories of his 
ascension from being an un-
dergrad at the University to 
a powerful member of the 
oil and gas industry and a 
University regent.
Thursday night, he spoke 
to the Tejas Club, a men’s 
social organization that he 
was a member of during his 
time at the University, for 
their weekly lecture series 
“Tejas Coffee.”
“Tejas Coffee is a space for 
students to hear from import-
ant and interesting people,” 
said Connor Madden, a Plan 
II business senior and vice 
president of the Tejas Club. 
“Given his prestige within 
the university community, it’s 
great to hear from him.”
Cranberg spent the night 
telling stories from when he 
lived at Tejas House for a year Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
University of Texas System Regent Alex Cranberg speaks at the Tejas house as part of the Tejas Coffee speaker series. 
By Chase Karacostas
@chasekaracostas
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SYSTEM RESEARCH
Research suggests 
new Gutenberg origin
New regents debate System’s handle on debt 
Research by Eric White, 
the curator of rare books at 
Princeton University, has re-
vealed that the early history of 
the UT’s copy of the Guten-
berg Bible might be Dutch.
“Research on both the 
provenance of this copy and 
its distribution now has a 
firm new foothold in the 
Netherlands,” White said at 
his lecture on the complex 
past of UT’s Gutenberg Bible, 
which took place Thursday at 
the Harry Ransom Center.
UT’s copy of the Bible had 
a turbulent life, White said. 
The Bible has been owned 
by earls, dukes and failed ac-
tors, won at tournaments and 
auctions, and purchased for 
grand rare books libraries.
“Texas got the right Bible,” 
White said. “This copy is 
perhaps the most interesting 
of all.”
Purchase records for this 
copy exist for fewer than ten 
of its most recent owners, 
leaving hundreds of years of 
ownership unaccounted for. 
Because of this lack of reliable 
records, those who studied 
the Bible looked to its exter-
nal attributes to find its ori-
gin, White said. The presence 
of certain physical character-
istics led him to believe the 
Bible has Dutch beginnings.
The Gutenberg Bible at UT, 
one of only eight complete 
copies in the U.S., is unique 
from the others in part be-
cause of its mismatched bind-
ings, annotations in the mar-
gins and typographical error.
“It’s like no other Guten-
berg out there,” said Emilio 
Englade, a docent who has 
worked at the Harry Ransom 
Center for six-and-a-half 
By London Gibson
@londongibson
Just two days after his final 
confirmation in the state Sen-
ate, UT System Regent Kevin 
Eltife questioned the transpar-
ency of the System. 
The Board of Regents had 
their first meeting of the se-
mester Wednesday with their 
three newly-appointed regents 
joining them in the conversa-
tion. The Board held a second 
meeting the following day. 
One of the heavily discussed 
items on the agenda was Chan-
cellor William McRaven’s 
recommendation for a one-
time allocation of $10 million 
from surplus funds provided 
through the System Internal 
Lending Program to aid the 
student success quantum leap, 
which enforces an earlier grad-
uation rate for students. 
The SILP and the Reve-
nue Financing System to-
gether fund System proj-
ects using pledges from all 
System institutions.
If approved, the funding 
would be given to any of the 14 
UT institutions who provide an 
effective plan that matches the 
requirements McRaven laid 
out through his student success 
quantum leap. 
Eltife said he supports the 
$10 million plan, but ques-
tioned why the System would 
lend funds to institutions 
without addressing their 
debt first.  
“I get what you’re doing but 
it seems to me like any benefit 
saving that the System gener-
ates should be passed on direct-
ly to the institutions,” Eltife said. 
“I just think the way we’re doing 
it is not very transparent. We 
shouldn’t be here trying to find 
ways to generate funds from 
some institutions to pass on to 
other institutions.” 
McRaven disagreed with El-
tife and said the System is not 
trying to hide anything from 
the regents, and knew what it 
was doing when it decided to 
allocate the funds.
“We are always completely 
transparent and we are happy 
to show you the books,” McRa-
ven said. 
Eltife said he did not agree 
with McRaven on the System 
being clear with this plan. 
”I’m just pointing out that I 
don’t like the philosophy being 
used here,” Eltife said. “You’re 
saying it’s transparent, but it ob-
viously took us 20 minutes up 
here trying to figure out what’s 
going on here. That’s what I’m 
asking and I will continue to 
keep asking.”
McRaven said he under-
stands Eltife’s concerns, but 
can only address them if he’s 
allowed more flexibility from 
the Board. 
Chairman Paul Foster said 
he would provide the regents 
with the information they need 
By Anusha Lalalni
@anusha_lalani
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UT System Chancellor William McRaven speaks at the Lyn-
don B. Johnson School of Public Affairs on Sept. 12, 2016. 
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or republished in part or 
in whole without written 
permission.
The Texan strives to present 
all information fairly, 
accurately and completely.  
If we have made an error,  
let us know about it. Call  
(512) 232-2217 or e-mail  
managingeditor@ 
dailytexanonline.com.
Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff
Flamingo Automotive mechanic Jay Cruz works on a car inside their garage on Guadalupe and 37th St.
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BIBLE 
continues from page 1
years
Rev. Marcus J. Serven, a for-
mer pastor at the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church in Austin, 
was drawn to the lecture be-
cause of the Bible’s rich histor-
ical significance.
“The printing press in many 
ways launched the Reforma-
tion,” Serven said.
Serven teaches a class on the 
Protestant Reformation at his 
church and brought several of 
his students to the lecture.
“The fact that UT was able 
to get their hands on one of 
these copies just kind of solid-
ifies that this institution is a big 
deal,” government sophomore 
Lyndsey Glasgow said. “Being 
a student, I take a lot of pride 
that I go here, but I forget our 
influence in the arts.”
Although White’s research 
has moved the rare books com-
munity further along in their 
attempt to understand this Bi-
ble’s genesis, he acknowledged 
that there are many obstacles to 
unlocking its full story. 
“Rule number one in Guten-
berg studies is that we must 
tolerate mysteries,” White said.
Collin County grand jury 
charged Paxton with two 
first-degree felonies for secu-
rities fraud, each carrying a 
maximum of 99 years in pris-
on. The jury indicted Paxton 
for allegedly coaxing inves-
tors into buying stock for the 
company Servergy, Inc. in 
2011, a company he profited 
off of when he was a Texas 
House member.
The court also charged 
Paxton with a third-degree 
felony for not registering 
himself as an investment 
adviser representative with 
the State Securities Board. 
Investment advisers help 
clients with investments in 
stock, bonds or other secu-
rities and must register their 
status to disclose any conflicts 
of interest.
According to the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission, investment advisers 
tend to encourage people to 
invest in the company they 
represent because it compen-
sates them. 
On Jan. 30 Collin Coun-
ty halted paying the law-
yers prosecuting Paxton 
after a local taxpayer filed a 
lawsuit against the lawyers and 
the county.
The real estate developer 
who filed the lawsuit said 
the county exceeded a cap 
on payments for the three 
attorneys, who were initially 
paid up to $300 per hour, ac-
cording to the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman.
Michelle Smith, senior 
executive assistant in the Of-
fice of the Attorney General, 
wrote a Facebook post in 
October comparing Paxton’s 
situation to Jesus’ plight.
“Friends, remember when 
they wanted to kill Jesus, an 
innocent man?” Smith said 
in the post. “No judge want-
ed to clear him, so they kept 
passing him from Judge to 
Judge because they knew he 
was INNOCENT!”
Paxton, who has been 
Texas Attorney Gener-
al since Jan. 2015, said in 
a video last year he will 
continue his work despite 
the trial, which may take 
place near the beginning of 
state primaries.
“I’m not going any-
where,” Paxton said in the 
video. “And I want you to 
know that I will continue 
to do the job I was elected 
to do.”
PAXTON 
continues from page 1
Senate of College Coun-
cils passed three substan-
tial pieces of legislation 
Thursday night involving 
University Health Services, 
student involvement in the 
Texas Legislature and the 
Senate constitution.
Joint resolution 1605 
passed unanimously in sup-
port of adding dental ser-
vices to UT’s on-campus 
medical provider, University 
Health Services. According 
to the resolution, the veri-
fied services include regu-
lar office visits, root canals, 
x-rays and other dental 
health necessities.
English senior Austin Reyn-
olds, vice president of Senate 
and co-author of JR 1605, said 
there has been overwhelm-
ing support from students 
in need of dental services. 
Reynolds said the UHS office 
has received interest from 
companies that are willing to 
provide dental services at vir-
tually no cost to students.
“The greatest benefit for us 
is that they will all pay for it, 
with newly confirmed Secre-
tary of Sate Rex Tillerson, to 
his work in the oil and gas 
industry. But for members of 
the audience, the night was 
one during which many were 
confronted with hard to swal-
low views of the economy, 
politics and the oil and gas 
industry, biochemistry junior 
Brad White said.
“We don’t share all of the 
same ideas … but I thought 
it was really good to challenge 
yourself in listening, calmly 
and rationally, to people with 
different opinions from you,” 
White said. “I know I’m going 
to go back and … really try 
to discover why I believe the 
things that I believe.”   
While sharing his ideas in 
the realms of economic de-
regulation and showing his 
support of the Trump ad-
ministration’s new cabinet 
members like Tillerson and 
Secretary of Education Betsy 
DeVos, Cranberg also gave 
advice on managing one’s 
interests in life.  
Cranberg attended Stan-
ford for graduate school, 
where he found his belief in 
the power of building con-
nections. He said one of his 
professors spoke about how 
“there’s three legs to the stool 
of your life,” a leg for your 
personal life, a leg for your 
professional life and a leg for 
your civic life. His professor 
believed that when one be-
came weak, you had the oth-
ers to fall back on, but Cran-
berg thought otherwise.
“What’s really the truth 
is that the three legs of the 
stools don’t just act as back-
stops, they act as centers,” 
Cranberg said. “The people 
who you associate with in a 
civic activity … are the same 
people who are connected 
and … if you build a diverse 
and multifaceted network in 
both your business interests 
and your civic interests, then 
they’re both stronger.”
McKay Proctor, a supply 
chain management senior and 
president of the Tejas Club, 
said he appreciates Cranberg’s 
legacy in his “multifaceted” in-
volvement with the University 
from being a student all the 
way to his regency.
“He’s brought a lot of per-
spective to a lot of issues … 
which I think is something 
the club is really proud of,” 
Proctor said. “Service to the 
University is something real-
ly near and dear to our hearts 
and bringing your own spe-
cific flavor to that is the most 
Tejas thing you can do.”
CRANBERG 
continues from page 1
to understand how the debt is 
managed before the next re-
gents meeting May 9. 
Among other items 
discussed, the System ap-
proved a plan to spend 
around $27 million a 
year to expand the fund-
raising offices across 
the institutions, which 
President Gregory Fenves 
said would benefit the UT 
Austin campus. 
“This endowment is so 
important,” Fenves said. 
“Currently UT Austin has 
a decentralized develop-
ment operation, our overall 
spending is $38 million a 
year. we know we are un-
der-staffed, and under-re-
sourced in development to 
reach our goals.”
REGENTS
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We don’t share all of 
the same ideas … but 
I thought it was really 
good to challenge 
yourself in listening, 
calmly and rationally, 
to people with different 
opinions from you.
— Brad White, 
Biochemistry junior
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Senate passes bills for dental services, Invest in Texas
UNIVERSITY
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Straus assigns representatives 
to committees in Texas House
Speaker of the Texas 
House of Representatives 
Joe Straus revealed com-
mittee assignments for the 
85th legislative session 
Thursday morning.
Straus placed each of the 
150 House members on 
one or more committees, 
according to a statement 
released today.
There are 38 stand-
ing committees and two 
specialized committees, 
which investigate timely 
issues or problems, ac-
cording to a Texas politics 
document. During this 
session, the specialized 
committees will address 
“state and federal power 
and responsibility” and 
“Texas ports, innovation 
and infrastructure.”
Eleven previous com-
mittee chairs will return to 
lead new committees while 
eight representatives will 
chair a committee for the 
first time, according to the 
press release.
Rep. Straus said he be-
lieves the assignments 
represent the diversity of 
the House.
“Some very good mem-
bers are taking on new 
challenges,” Straus said 
in the press release. “I’m 
looking forward to their 
leadership. There is always 
a balance to strike between 
continuity and fresh think-
ing, and I think we have the 
right mix.”
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick re-
leased Senate committee 
assignments last month. 
Among the 14 committees 
he set, the Senate Finance 
Committee, chaired by 
Sen. Jane Nelson, and the 
State Affairs Committee, 
chaired by Sen. Joan Huff-
man, have already con-
ducted public hearings.
Bills that have been 
passed by a majority vote 
out of the Senate, such 
as Senate Bill 4 that pro-
poses a ban on sanc-
tuary cities, will be re-
ferred to and discussed by 
House committees.
Following today’s an-
nouncement, House com-
mittees will start conduct-
ing meetings next week, 
starting with a House 
Administration Commit-
tee meeting on Monday 
at 12:30 p.m.
By Mikaela Cannizzo
@mikaelac16
Panel at School of Law offers 
strategies to combat fake news
Ross Ramsey, co-founder 
of The Texas Tribune, em-
phasized the importance of 
fact-checking in journal-
ism in a lecture at the UT 
School of Law Thursday. 
“We have a saying in 
the journalism business: If 
your mother says she loves 
you, check it out,” Ramsey 
said. 
Adjunct law professor 
Ryan Garcia and Warren 
Hanes, former Facebook 
intellectual property em-
ployee, joined Ramsey and 
a classroom audience to 
discuss the phenomenon 
of fake news and its spread 
over social media plat-
forms.
“I think in current us-
age, fake news is probably 
intentionally misleading 
news,” Ramsey said. “The 
idea of fake news is, ‘If I 
can change the informa-
tion in, I can change the 
information out’ … You’re 
using misinformation for a 
particular purpose.” 
Hanes said fake news is 
different from online sat-
ire, such as The Onion, 
because they are not “de-
liberately destructive” and 
“weaponized” to trick an 
audience into believing it 
is genuine reporting. 
Garcia said one of the 
main motives for fake news 
writers is to earn revenue, 
which could be deterred by 
confiscating their ad space, 
as Google has done. 
He also said the sub-
scription walls in major 
news organizations may 
be counterproductive be-
cause they decrease access 
to valid news. He said an 
effective strategy would be 
if news organizations con-
vinced subscribers to help 
pay to extend content tor-
ward people who are sus-
ceptible to fake news.
“What we’ve done is we 
a created a system of vast 
content … that is not free, 
and the worst content is,” 
Garcia said. “Bad informa-
tion drives out good infor-
mation.” 
Facebook is currently 
integrating fact-checking 
software into its network. 
Hanes said this helps warn 
users of potential fake news 
posts and may prevent 
them from being shared.
“When you post … you’ll 
be notified like, ‘Hey, this 
is probably something that 
cannot be trusted,” Hanes 
said.
The panel concluded that 
the dilemma of fake news 
is not going away anytime 
soon and a collective effort 
is needed to fight it.
“This isn’t a problem one 
agency, one corporation or 
one individual can solve,” 
Hanes said. “It’s something 
that is going to be a fact 
of life for the foreseeable 
future. And we just owe it 
to ourselves and to every-
body else to work together 
to find the best solutions.”
lawsuit against the lawyers and 
the county.
The real estate developer 
who filed the lawsuit said 
the county exceeded a cap 
on payments for the three 
attorneys, who were initially 
paid up to $300 per hour, ac-
cording to the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman.
Michelle Smith, senior 
executive assistant in the Of-
fice of the Attorney General, 
wrote a Facebook post in 
October comparing Paxton’s 
situation to Jesus’ plight.
“Friends, remember when 
they wanted to kill Jesus, an 
innocent man?” Smith said 
in the post. “No judge want-
ed to clear him, so they kept 
passing him from Judge to 
Judge because they knew he 
was INNOCENT!”
Paxton, who has been 
Texas Attorney Gener-
al since Jan. 2015, said in 
a video last year he will 
continue his work despite 
the trial, which may take 
place near the beginning of 
state primaries.
“I’m not going any-
where,” Paxton said in the 
video. “And I want you to 
know that I will continue 
to do the job I was elected 
to do.”
Senate of College Coun-
cils passed three substan-
tial pieces of legislation 
Thursday night involving 
University Health Services, 
student involvement in the 
Texas Legislature and the 
Senate constitution.
Joint resolution 1605 
passed unanimously in sup-
port of adding dental ser-
vices to UT’s on-campus 
medical provider, University 
Health Services. According 
to the resolution, the veri-
fied services include regu-
lar office visits, root canals, 
x-rays and other dental 
health necessities.
English senior Austin Reyn-
olds, vice president of Senate 
and co-author of JR 1605, said 
there has been overwhelm-
ing support from students 
in need of dental services. 
Reynolds said the UHS office 
has received interest from 
companies that are willing to 
provide dental services at vir-
tually no cost to students.
“The greatest benefit for us 
is that they will all pay for it, 
and the revenue will be go-
ing to the University Health 
center,” Reynolds said. “Over-
all, it’s just beneficial for stu-
dents and faculty who can use 
these services.”
Reynolds said the Univer-
sity has considered bring-
ing optical services to UHS 
as well.
Senate also passed joint res-
olution 1604 unanimously in 
support of the 2017 Invest in 
Texas Platform, a non-partisan 
campaign that advocates for 
student involvement through 
the University’s three Legisla-
tive Student Organizations at 
the Texas Legislature.
The Invest in Texas Platform 
is renewed every Texas legisla-
tive session by the three LSO’s, 
which includes Senate, Student 
Government and the Graduate 
Student Assembly, Senate Pres-
ident Sergio Cavazos said. 
Graduate student Suchi 
Sundaram, Invest in Texas 
co-director, said this year’s 
platform is based on af-
fordability as well as health 
and wellness.
“Affordability comprises not 
only of tuition control by the 
Board of Regents as well as 
making sure we take into ac-
count tuition set-asides,” Sund-
aram said. “We want to make 
sure that tuition is set aside for 
financial aid.”
The platform is also in sup-
port of reducing sexual violence 
on campus, improving campus 
security and increasing access 
to mental health resources, 
Sundaram said.
The Senate constitution 
was also amended to create 
a more formal confirmation 
process for members of the 
Executive Board.
SB 1606 passed unani-
mously and will allow for two 
minutes of presentation time 
and three minutes of question 
and answer from the General 
Assembly during Executive 
Board appointments.
Cavazos, who co-au-
thored SB 1606, said the 
bill was written in the inter-
est of transparency within 
the organization.
“We have an executive board 
that advocates for students 
University-wide,” Cavazos, a 
government senior, said. “It’s 
important that assemblies 
and councils have some sort 
of mechanism to know why 
we’re picking these people, so 
I think it’s a really proactive 
step in the right direction. Es-
pecially with a position like 
policy director receiving a sti-
pend, it’s important to have 
that accountability.”
Senate discussed three addi-
tional resolutions to incentiv-
ize First-Year Interest Groups 
attendance at Voices Against 
Violence dialogue programs, 
to create online systems for 
scheduling advising appoint-
ments and to include informa-
tion on the University Writing 
Center on syllabi of writing 
flag courses.
These resolutions will be 
voted on and Senate nomi-
nations for Executive Board 
will take place at the next 
General Assembly meeting 
on Feb. 23.
By Kayla Meyertons
@keymeyertons
By Albert Zhao
@_albertzhao
very manic and combative, 
breathing fast and having a 
high heart rate, things like 
that,” Noak said. “After an-
other batch comes into town, 
maybe now it’s affecting ev-
eryone by making them mel-
low and catatonic. It can be 
totally two extremes.”
As of September 2015, K2 
is illegal in Texas. In recent 
years, K2 has become a major 
problem in the Austin area. 
Last year, Travis County EMS 
responded to 1,611 K2-related 
calls. Although this number 
is 26.9 percent lower than in 
2015, when EMS responded 
to 2,204 calls, it is a 1,050.7 
percent increase from 2012, in 
which EMS only responded to 
140 calls all year. The down-
town Austin area consistent-
ly has the highest reports of 
K2-related EMS responses, 
according to the reports. This 
is due not only to the high 
homeless and transient popu-
lation in these areas, but also 
because of how inexpensive 
and available the drug is, Aus-
tin Police Department Lt. Oli-
ver Tate said.
Last year, APD issued 62 
arrest warrants for K2 dealers, 
according to the Statesman. 
However, these warrants are 
hard to obtain, since K2 can-
not be tested for in hospitals 
and must be sent to private 
labs to be analyzed, Tate said. 
“We don’t really know what 
the chemical makeup is, (so) 
each batch may be different,” 
Tate said. “The manufacturers 
really don’t care, it’s just about 
making money. With a drug 
like cocaine, you can easily get 
an indicator kit and test for it, 
but with K2, they use so many 
different chemicals … (blood) 
samples have to go to a chem-
ist.”
According to APD, the ma-
jority of K2 in Austin is trans-
ported from the Houston area. 
Tate said APD is continuing to 
monitor the areas where K2 is 
most common.
“We continuously are 
working operations in the 
downtown area to mend flow 
of it coming into city as well as 
it being sold into the city, both 
at the organized crime level as 
well as patrolling,” Tate said. 
“We’re doing lots of obser-
vation so we can go out and 
respond to it when it occurs.”
K2
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Law professor Ryan M. Garcia, Texan Tribune founder Ross 
Ramsey, and former Facebook intellectual property employ-
ee Warren Hayes define and discuss fake news. The three 
emphasized a need for better education on the discernment 
of news on social media platforms.
President Gregory Fenves 
said would benefit the UT 
Austin campus. 
“This endowment is so 
important,” Fenves said. 
“Currently UT Austin has 
a decentralized develop-
ment operation, our overall 
spending is $38 million a 
year. we know we are un-
der-staffed, and under-re-
sourced in development to 
reach our goals.”
Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff
Invest in Texas members Suchi Sundaram, Sergio Cavazos, and Jaime Villarreal discuss their 
future plans for the newly passed resolution with the Senate of College Councils. Their main 
priority at the moment is to provide students in need with dental services.
Campaigning for campus-wide elections 
will begin at 12:01 a.m. on Feb. 15. From then 
until the first round of voting ends on March 
2, dozens of students will clamor for your 
vote in an attempt to ostensibly represent you 
in Student Government, as well as in a hand-
ful of other campus organizations. 
SG, the University Unions Board, the 
Texas Student Media Board and other 
election-based institutions rely on stu-
dents with good intentions and a clear vi-
sion for the future. Therefore, it lies in the 
hands of you, the voting student body, to 
distinguish exactly whether the candidates 
have those qualities. 
For many of the positions, just filling 
the seats can be a problem. There were no 
competitive elections in Texas Student Me-
dia last year, and while the race for edi-
tor-in-chief will be contested next year, there 
are two seats on the TSM board that no stu-
dents filed to run for by the filing deadline. 
Many of the elections for Graduate Student 
Assembly and for Student Government rep-
resentatives in all but the largest colleges on 
campus are uncontested. 
In some sense, it makes sense that students 
seeking professional degrees would not have 
much time to devote to these organizations 
— Andrew Parks, who was elected to be the 
Law School representative in SG, resigned to 
take an internship at the Texas Legislature. 
Nonetheless, these seats still need to be filled 
somehow, and a student body as large and 
ambitious as ours should be able to produce 
quality candidates for all of these open seats. 
If you think you have the time and skills to 
serve these institutions, we strongly encour-
age you to apply.
We must also recognize that these races 
are not the ones that make campaign sea-
son a nightmare for many students on cam-
pus. One day in the future, we may see ag-
gressive campaign tactics on the West Mall 
from candidates hoping to be president of 
Events & Entertainment. Instead, students 
are woefully underexposed to the candi-
dates on the ballot charged with direct re-
sponsibilities, and overexposed to students 
running for a handful of coveted positions 
— often on insubstantial platforms with 
unachievable promises.
It should go without saying that the stu-
dents running to represent the voice of the 
University should be able to offer something 
worth saying. We implore you to hold them 
to that. Our campus has been the epicenter 
of dozens of nationwide debates throughout 
its history. The Tower was the site of the first 
major school shooting in the country. Two 
of the most important Supreme Court cases 
on race in education — Sweatt v. Painter and 
Fisher v. UT — examined our university’s 
admissions policies. The outcry over campus 
carry erupted on the steps of our campus. 
Our city lies at the center of a national de-
bate on sanctuary city policies.
For us to elect leaders based on empty 
promises to “build an inclusive campus by 
promoting cultural events,” or to increase 
school spirit is to ignore the weight that falls 
on our shoulders. Even though his year’s 
assembly was successfully lobbied by Ride-
sharing Works for Austin into supporting 
Proposition 1 last spring and spent hours 
debating an almost undoubtedly unconsti-
tutional move to kick Young Conservatives 
of Texas off campus, thoughts on issues like 
these almost never show up in representa-
tives’ platforms. 
And when the students who were elect-
ed didn’t make vague and empty gestures, 
they made promises of actions they lacked 
the power to follow through on — or that 
undoubtedly didn’t deserve action. It may 
be for the better that SG didn’t spend their 
time on “an app specifically allocated for 
McCombs that includes a table of all busi-
ness organizations,” “a program that match-
es Moody undergrads with ‘Moody Mentors’ 
who are older than them” or an “increase (in 
the) number of coffee makers in COLA.”
This is not to say that the representa-
tives who made these promises have failed 
in serving the student body, or that ev-
ery representative offered more than they 
could deliver. But a campus of over 50,000 
students surely has more pressing issues to 
solve than the petty complaints of honors 
students and students with the minds to 
solve them.
In the next several weeks, during the first 
election and the runoff for executive alliance 
that will almost certainly come, the opportu-
nity to dismiss the chaos will present itself. 
But giving in to that temptation — or mind-
lessly voting for a friend that promises free 
dry cleaning — will not solve any problems. 
Before the Feb. 14 filing deadline and after, 
we encourage you to ask what you want your 
university to become during the next year, 
and we hope you plan on working to make 
that future a reality.
For the last 115 years, Student Govern-
ment has been the official voice of students 
to University administrators, the Board of 
Regents and the Texas Legislature. Over 
those 115 years, leaders in SG have worked 
with administrators and elected officials 
to transform the culture and landscape of 
the 40 Acres.
From a physical standpoint, SG has 
changed a lot. In the 1990s, SG represen-
tatives worked with the Texas Legislature 
to fund and build the Student Services 
Building. In 2006, SG helped finalize the 
campaign advocating for the construction 
of the Student Activity Center. In 2015, SG 
leaders successfully lobbied to remove the 
Jefferson Davis statue from the Main Mall.
This mission to serve students also ex-
tends into the world of advocacy. In 2012, 
Student Government lobbied for and se-
cured funding for 24/7 hours at the Per-
ry-Castaneda Library and in 2015, secured 
funding for 24/5 hours at the Flawn Ac-
ademic Center. Since 2011, Student Gov-
ernment has worked with the Senate of 
College Councils and the Graduate Stu-
dent Assembly to represent students at 
the State Capitol. Since earlier than that, 
Student Government has worked with the 
City of Austin — the E-Bus is just one suc-
cess from years of advocacy.
With a rich history in advocacy, you’d think 
SG would be an organization everyone would 
want to join. Unfortunately, that isn’t the case. 
Years of scandalous elections and infighting 
have affected the reputation of SG to the point 
that many students consider the organization 
ineffective at representing students.
But SG’s past does not have to be its future. 
Every spring, students have an opportunity 
to elect a new student body president and 
vice president and a new class of represen-
tatives. During that same time period, every 
student at UT has an opportunity to run to 
be a part of that class of new representatives. 
And unlike politics outside of campus, many 
positions in SG go uncontested or unfilled 
every year — which means anyone has a rea-
sonable chance to be elected.
While being elected is only one of many 
steps to effect change at UT, becoming a 
representative gives students a platform. 
Representatives can use their platforms to 
advocate for change, to speak out against 
discrimination and to hold administrators 
accountable for providing a world-class ed-
ucation for all Longhorns. 
In my op-ed last semester, I wrote about 
how the Rotnofsky-Mandalapu administra-
tion made students wonder “What Starts 
Here?” and successfully channeled that cu-
riosity into tangible changes at UT. Just as 
I implored then, I will encourage you now 
to ask yourself this question. Once you find 
your answer, sign up as a candidate and 
run. The best advocate for your ideas and 
your passions will always be you. And that 
chance of making a difference on this cam-
pus is all the reason in the world to run.
For this upcoming year, there are 46 seats 
available (listed out by college below). To 
file to run, visit the Student Government 
office (SAC 2.102) before Tuesday, Feb. 14 
at noon.
Architecture   1
Business   3
Communication  2
Education   1
Engineering   3
Fine Arts   1
Geosciences   1
Law    1
Liberal Arts   6
Medical   1
Natural Sciences  6
Nursing   1
Pharmacy   1
Public Affairs   1
Social Work   1
Undergraduate Studies  1
At-Large Graduate  2
Graduate   5
University-Wide  8
Rosales is a finance junior from Houston. 
He is the speaker of the SG Assembly.
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Forum: SG offers platform for student voices
This week, a federal appeals court upheld 
a stay on President Donald Trump’s immi-
gration ban. The Texas Senate passed SB4, its 
controversial crackdown on city-level protec-
tions for undocumented immigrants, while 
lawmakers geared up for a battle over SB6, 
which would require transgender individuals 
to use public facilities that correspond to the 
sex they were assigned at birth.
It may seem anticlimactic, then, to run 
a Forum on Student Government. But the 
deadline to file as a candidate for this March’s 
elections is next Tuesday, Feb. 14, and the 
mantra that local politics make a bigger im-
pact on day-to-day life than state or national 
affairs still largely holds, even in these chaotic 
times. While SG’s power to affect change on 
campus is limited, it provides a powerful voice 
on behalf of student concerns, and its leaders 
have helped mold this University’s policies on 
issues as important as sexual assault, mental 
health and campus carry. Also, by overseeing 
funding for student organizations, it bears a 
good deal of responsibility for maintaining a 
vibrant and diverse campus community.
However, as we write every year, wide-
spread apathy toward SG’s affairs erodes its 
legitimacy, thereby hampering its ability to 
affect whatever changes it can on behalf of 
its constituents. The abysmal turnout rate for 
elections advantages the most well-connect-
ed candidates, which constricts the diversity 
of perspectives represented in the legislature. 
And the lack of student engagement in cam-
pus politics beyond election season disincen-
tives accountability within the institution. 
If you don’t care about your representative’s 
performance, why should they fear your vote?
It’s unfortunate that these issues resurface 
year in and year out, but that’s no reason to 
stop advocating for a transparent, productive 
and genuinely representative Student Gov-
ernment. So we’re using this week’s space to 
encourage you to get involved, however you 
feel best equipped to do so.
Both of our featured pieces, respective-
ly by The Daily Texan Editorial Board and 
speaker of the assembly, Santiago Rosales, 
discuss the importance of student partici-
pation in SG. Our Editorial Board calls for 
accountable representatives elected into of-
fice on the basis of qualifications, not just 
uncontested races. Rosales acknowledges 
SG’s reputation for messiness, but argues 
that students must take initiative and run for 
office for it to function most effectively as an 
advocatory body. He concludes by listing the 
46 positions up for election this spring.
We’ll have more coverage of these races 
as they progress. Next week’s Forum will 
feature op-eds by the two candidates run-
ning for editor-in-chief of The Daily Tex-
an, and we’ll hear from the Executive Alli-
ance tickets shortly thereafter. If you’d like 
to contribute to the conversation, on this 
subject or any other, we encourage you to 
reach out to us at editor@dailytexanonline.
com. We look forward to hearing from you!
Shenhar is a Plan II, economics, and govern-
ment senior from Westport, Connecticut. Ver-
non is a rhetoric and writing sophomore from 
The Woodlands.
By Jordan Shenhar and 
Emily Vernon
Daily Texan Forum Editors
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By Santiago Rosales
Speaker of the SG Assembly
Chase Karacosta | Daily Texan file photo
Santiago Rosales addresses the SG assembly on Nov. 30, 2016. Rosales encourages stu-
dents who wish to be part of next year’s assembly to file to run before Feb. 14.
Daulton Venglar | Daily Texan file photo
Xavier Rotnofsky and Braydon Jones await election results on March 6, 2015. While Rotnofsky 
managed to reshape elections that year, student engagement has fallen in the two years since.
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Students deserve actionable campaign promises
SG elections offer opportunity to serve University
Month holds a special sig-
nificance in light of recent 
political turmoil. 
“I think it is important 
for people to be taught and 
reminded of who we are as 
a people, how our country 
was founded and what role 
we played in that,” Simp-
son- Monroe said. “To fa-
cilitate love, a sense of uni-
ty and the idea that even if 
you do not agree with who 
I am and what I represent, 
you can still respect me, 
understand me, expose 
your children to me and 
educate them about me.” 
The Black Composers 
Concert will take place 
on Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. at St. 
Andrew’s Upper School 
Chapel and Feb. 12 at 4 
p.m. at the George Wash-
ington Carver Museum.
rehearsed sketches, she said 
it helps to understand where 
each other’s comedy is coming 
from.
“From that perspective of 
going through life and having 
the experiences that come with 
being a black woman, our com-
edy is able to present out truths, 
not, ‘Hey, this is what happens 
to every white dude in Ameri-
ca,’” Maye said. “This is the stuff 
that does not happen to you 
and this informs our comedy 
and inspires our comedy.”
Their common background 
also help shape the subject 
matter of their comedy, Miller 
said.
“If someone gives the sug-
gestion ‘kitchen,’ we all think 
about the nape of your hair, 
other people would think, 
‘Oh, that’s where we cook our 
meals,’” Miller said. “There are 
other associations that we have 
for things that maybe seem 
common or mundane to oth-
er people but could be a whole 
world you never even knew ex-
isted that we could present on 
stage just because of that short-
hand we have with each other.”
According to Laws-Phillips, 
this enables a dialogue about 
diversity within the communi-
ty at large. 
“The easiest way to break 
down walls is to laugh with 
someone,” Laws-Phillips said. 
“If you can see that people are 
so much more than what you 
thought they were, that just 
broadens horizons and really 
opens people up in a different 
way.”
Maye said she likes to watch 
her audience as she performs 
and looks for people laughing 
the hardest because she knows 
they know where the troupe’s 
comedy is coming from.
“I love that: seeing that we 
were able to make that deep of 
a connection,” Maye said. “We 
were able to connect with ev-
erybody, but some people real-
ly freaking got it.”
Beyond sharing their expe-
riences with a community that 
might not otherwise under-
stand their backgrounds, Mill-
er said the experience of being 
in a comedy troupe made up of 
other black women helps them 
to reaffirm their own individu-
al identities. 
“What it means to be black 
doesn’t have to be like, a specif-
ic thing because we all are black 
but we all are completely differ-
ent.” Miller said. “I am a part of 
a monolith but I don’t have to 
subscribe to one point of view 
to honor or be who I am.”
Though Adrian Lipscombe 
and Joi Chevalier may ap-
proach food from totally 
different angles, they share 
the same dream of bringing 
black food to the forefront of 
Austin’s culinary scene. 
Lipscombe, founder of 
Knotty Nice Bakery, grew 
up in a family that took a 
very personal yet informal 
approach to food. In her 
family, recipes were passed 
down orally through the gen-
erations. If someone wanted 
to learn how to make a dish, 
they had to be in the kitchen 
watching closely. 
“There weren’t even mea-
surements, it was all by 
hand,” Lipscombe said. “It’s 
still the same way today. If 
someone calls asking if it was 
a tablespoon or a teaspoon, a 
lot of people will go, ‘I don’t 
know, maybe it’s time for you 
to come home,’ because you 
had forgotten it.” 
Lipscombe said cooking 
with her family made her 
associate food with love. 
That feeling of warmth and 
community resonated with 
Lipscombe and inspired her 
to start Knotty Nice Bakery 
while completing her Ph.D. 
at UT. 
“Emotionally, it was some-
thing that said you were 
loved, and I always appreci-
ated that connection,” Lip-
scombe said. “I make the 
food because I love it, but I 
also love making people hap-
py and being able to satisfy 
their sweet tooth.” 
Chevalier, on the other 
hand, takes a much more em-
pirical approach to food, and 
with a similar degree of pas-
sion. During her time at Dell, 
where she worked for eight 
years, Chevalier learned how 
to crank out new technolo-
gy in a timely manner and 
decided to apply the same 
methodology to her kitchen.
Chevalier’s new business, 
Cook’s Nook, functions as 
a collaborative space where 
chefs can make and sell their 
food as efficiently as possible. 
“That’s what we’re trying 
to bring to food,“ Chevalier 
said. “That process of inno-
vation, incubation and rapid 
product development. We 
want to get a product to mar-
ket, fail fast, learn the next 
things you need and get into 
a repeatable regular develop-
ment process around your 
product.”
Both chefs feel that the 
lack of traditional black food 
has led people to categorize 
all African-American food as 
just “southern” or “soul food.” 
“I had been doing research 
into the history of black 
restaurants in Austin and 
found a very small handful,” 
Lipscombe said. “I found 
that there used to be a lot of 
black-owned establishments 
that were major parts of 
downtown until segregation 
issues arose and they were 
moved to the East side.” 
Chevalier said it worries 
her when she sees a lack of 
variety of dishes from differ-
ent black communities and 
cultures. 
“There is a huge distinc-
tion between the types of 
food that come from the 
Carolinas or Louisiana or 
Memphis,” Chevalier said. “If 
we don’t distinguish between 
those things, we run the risk 
of losing them all.”  
Chevalier and Lipscombe 
are taking steps to help ed-
ucate the community about 
traditional black food, like 
hosting Taste of Black Austin. 
The event brought together 
some of Austin’s top black 
chefs and restaurateurs to 
showcase their different takes 
on their cultural dishes. 
“A great part of the event 
was actually identifying black 
chefs in Austin that nobody 
knew about,” Lipscombe 
said. “There were even black 
chefs that didn’t know these 
other black chefs existed. It 
was great to bring them all to 
Austin’s attention.”
Chevalier and Lipscombe 
plan to continue honoring 
their roots with their respec-
tive creative culinary outlets 
and pay their respects to all 
the black chefs who helped 
shape the food we enjoy to-
day.
“With food you’re trying 
to preserve something that’s 
very unique culturally and 
regionally,” Chevalier said. 
“We tell stories of food all 
the time. I want to share the 
story of African-American 
families and food in Central 
Texas.”
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HOME CAREGIVER
Home caregiver job opportunity to work with young adult with 
special needs. 
Location: South Austin near Zilker Park.  Sat/Sun (4-8 hours). 
Luke is spoon-fed, enjoys listening to books and his light-room. He 
loves his switches, pinwheels and a walk when the weather is nice. 
Must be able to lift 55 pounds frequently and enjoy a quiet, peace-
ful environment. 
Salary: $12 -$15/hr DOE 
Please email us at lukecipher@yahoo.com for further information 
and to set up an interview.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Winery License by GOSTOMSKI STAPLES HOLD-
INGS LLC dba FAIRWEATHER CIDER CO., to be located at 10609 
METRIC BLVD, SUITE 108A, AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY, Texas 
78758. 
Officers of said corporation are JOHN STAPLES and MICHAEL 
GOSTOMSKI WHITE.
KVRX.ORG
Facebook at kvrxaustin
Twitter @kvrx
WE SAVED YOU A PARKING SPOT
AT THE QUARTERS!
$30 OFF 
1ST FULL MONTH OF PARKING
TO SIGN UP FOR PARKING STOP BY 
2222 RIO GRANDE ST #200 AUSTIN, TX 78705
CALL TODAY 512.531.0123
*MUST HAVE COUPON FOR DISCOUNT | EXPIRES 2/28/17
HELP WANTED
Edible Arrangements NEEDS YOU!
Drivers needed for Valentine’s Day, Tues Feb 14th. Make $6 a deliv-
ery. Can make $200-$300 in one day. Don’t have a car? Over 21? We 
will rent a car for you and you get $12/hour for deliveries.
Want to work in back of house? We need prep/dippers too. $9.50/
hour for that. 
Visit us at 507 Pressler (Next to Tacos n Tequila - corner of 5th and 
Pressler). We will hire on the spot. Bring Direct Deposit info!!!
(Other locations are hiring too. Google your closest store and visit 
them today!)
MEDICAL
Donate Sperm, Get Paid!
Healthy men, age 18-39
apply at
CLASS 5
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COMPOSER
continues from page 8
By Stephen Acevedo
@TheDailyTexan
DAMN GINA 
continues from page 8
where students are en-
couraged to engage with 
uncomfortable and of-
fensive material.  
“Whenever there is 
something that maybe 
controversial or offend 
someone, it can start 
a conversation,” Lopez 
said, “The fact that our 
events have the ability to 
do that is pretty cool.”
E+E aims to provide 
more films such as “Get 
Out” that strive to push 
the audience’s ability 
to empathize while still 
providing quality enter-
tainment.
 “All in all, if it’s a good 
year for movies, it’s a 
good year for (UT).” Lo-
pez said.
And this year is shap-
ing up to be a stellar one 
in that. 
GET OUT
continues from page 8
FOOD
Illustration by Rachel Tyler | Daily Texan Staff
Steve Rodgers | Steve Rodgers Photography
(From left to right) Cene Hale, Ronnita Miller, Xaria 
Coleman and Tauri Laws-Phillips are members of all-black, 
female comedy troupe Damn Gina!
Black chefs bring traditional African-American cuisine to Austin
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast be today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the shes for ya!
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Major League 
Baseball 
outlaws all 
pitches involving 
tampering with 
the ball.
“Don’t some of y’all 
get tired of living the 
same lifestyle don’t 
y’all wanna be better 
boss up ?”
Charles Omenihu
@charless_94
TOP TWEET
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Texas hopeful for first road win of season 
Shaka Smart is just as 
much a motivator as he is a 
basketball coach.
The second-year Texas 
head coach has the uncan-
ny ability of turning subtle 
experiences into teachable 
moments.
When watching last Sun-
day’s Super Bowl game 
with his players, a 25-point 
comeback win by the New 
England Patriots resonated 
with a message Smart has 
preached to his players all 
season long.
“You learn a lot,” Smart 
said at his Monday press 
conference. “It’s another ex-
ample about responding and 
playing to win and all those 
sorts of things.” 
Respond — it’s the key 
term Smart has uttered time 
and time again this sea-
son. It’s a challenge that the 
Longhorns have at times ris-
en to and other times fallen 
short of.
But on Tuesday night 
against Iowa State, in a 
game where Texas once 
held a 17-point advantage 
in the first half only to see 
it evaporate late, Smart’s 
group did indeed respond. 
Freshman forward Jarrett 
Allen knocked down a pair 
of free throws to stave off the 
Cyclones’ rally.
“Sometimes when you 
have a lead down the stretch 
— you  just saw it in the Super 
Bowl — you want to kind of 
hold onto that lead,” Smart 
said. “But a lot of times in 
basketball, it just doesn’t 
work out for you. We have to 
learn to play when we have a 
lead and play aggressive, just 
as aggressive as we would be 
if we were behind.”
Now the Longhorns will 
have to answer the bell in a 
way they have failed to do 
all season — win a game 
away from the Frank Erwin 
Center.
Texas’ record out-
side of Austin speaks for 
itself — 0–10.
This makes this Saturday’s 
road trip to Stillwater to face 
a solid Oklahoma State club 
at 3 p.m. that much more in-
triguing. In what has been a 
season of losses, Texas (10–
14, 4–7 Big 12) has been a 
completely different team on 
the road.
Many of the crucial late 
plays Texas has made at 
home haven’t been made to 
closeout road games.
“It’s one of the things that 
this team really needs to 
get going — just getting re-
bounds, getting extra pos-
sessions, getting extra at-
tempts,” senior guard Kendal 
Yancy said. “That’s what we 
really need.”
Texas won this season’s 
first meeting with Oklaho-
ma State in Austin on Jan. 
4, 82-79. Sophomore guard/
forward Tevin Mack, who’s 
missed the last eight games 
because of an indefinite sus-
pension for a violation of 
team rules, carried the Long-
horns on that night with 
27 points.
Oklahoma State (15–9, 
4–7 Big 12) heads into Sat-
urday’s matchup playing its 
best basketball of the season. 
The Cowboys had been on 
a five-game winning streak 
prior to their Wednesday 
night loss to No. 6 Baylor.
Oklahoma State took the 
Bears to the wire and had a 
chance to force overtime at 
the buzzer, but ultimately 
fell 72-69.
That five-game winning 
streak had included an 82-75 
upset win over No. 13 West 
Virginia on the road last Sat-
urday. After back-to-back 
games with top-15 oppo-
nents, Texas is hoping it can 
catch the Cowboys off guard.
“That’s what we like,” 
senior forward Shaquille 
Cleare said. “We like to be 
the underdogs.”
Emmanuel Briseno | Daily Texan Staff
Senior guard Kendal Yancy goes for the net against Iowa State defenders in a 67-65 win on 
Tuesday. Texas looks for its first road win of the season over Oklahoma State on Saturday.
SOFTBALL WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Texas stands poised to 
make history. 
Monday’s road upset 
over No. 2 Baylor offers 
the Longhorns a rare op-
portunity to finish Big 12 
play with an undefeated 
record — a feat never ac-
complished in the pro-
gram’s long history. 
With the exception of a 
non-conference matchup 
against No. 5 Florida State, 
the No. 11 Longhorns will 
play out their remaining 
schedule against teams 
they’ve already met and 
defeated once this season, 
including a much-an-
ticipated home rematch 
against the Bears.
The burnt orange will 
head back home to host 
Kansas on Saturday. The 
Jayhawks sit on the oppo-
site end of the conference 
standings with a 2–11 
record. They are coming 
off a 67-49 win against 
Oklahoma State on 
Wednesday. 
Texas, meanwhile, set 
a new program record in 
Waco with 13 consecutive 
conference wins as part 
of a 17-game overall win 
streak — the second-lon-
gest active streak in 
the nation. 
“For us to walk into 
their home court and 
be able to compete and 
seek out a win is huge 
for the confidence of our 
team,” head coach Karen 
Aston said. 
Texas shot 51.6 per-
cent in Monday’s contest 
against a No. 2 Baylor 
team, which, prior to the 
loss, held opponents to 
under 50 percent from the 
floor in 346 of their last 
348 games.
It remains to be seen if 
this young Texas squad 
can truly contend for 
the championship come 
March. A victory over the 
Bears for the first time 
since 2010 is significant. 
But the players, echoing 
their season-long mantra, 
remain focused on the 
game ahead.
“We’re definitely liv-
ing in the moment,” ju-
nior guard Ariel Atkins 
said. “We’re gonna en-
joy tonight. But we have 
Kansas next.” 
The one-game-at-a-
time mentality has served 
the team well all season 
long. And with six games 
remaining in the season, 
there is still a lot of bas-
ketball left to play.
Nevertheless, it is im-
possible to overlook the 
special season unfold-
ing before them. And 
Aston, though reserved, 
acknowledged the team’s 
incredible performance 
sustained throughout 
conference play. 
“If you look at our as-
sist-turnover ratio as 
compared to years past, 
this is by far the best that 
we’ve been,” Aston said. 
“And that’s the indicator. 
Are you turning it over a 
lot? Are you getting quali-
ty shots? And I think we’re 
much better at that than 
we’ve been in the past.” 
In the first meeting be-
tween the two teams this 
season, Texas picked up a 
66-54 win over Kansas on 
the road. 
And as first and worst of 
the conference meet once 
again, Saturday’s should 
have a similar result. 
The two teams tip off 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Frank 
Erwin Center.
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Head coach Karen Aston looks onto the court at her 11th-ranked squad. The Longhorns 
upset No. 2 Baylor on Monday and hope to finish undefeated in Big 12 play for the first 
time in program history.
The calendar just flipped 
from January to February, 
transitioning from one of the 
coldest months of the year 
to another. 
But the sun beat down on 
Red and Charline McCombs 
Field on Wednesday after-
noon as temperatures threat-
ened to exceed 80 degrees. 
Suited in black and orange, 
ponytails above visors, the 
Texas softball team took the 
field. Sweat beads dripped 
down their faces as they slid 
through the dirt during their 
agility warm-up, running 
from cone to cone. 
“Grittiness is kind of our 
word this year,” junior catch-
er Randel Leahy said. “It’s a 
lot different than what I’ve 
seen in our past.”
The roster hasn’t changed 
much, but the game plan 
has. Texas returns 13 let-
terwinners, including five 
positional starters and three 
pitchers from last year. But 
the pitching staff has added 
more depth to the mix. 
Right-handed redshirt 
sophomore Erica Wright 
will return to the mound 
after a season-long right 
rib injury. Sophomore lefty 
Brooke Bolinger will take the 
mound for the first time as a 
Longhorn after transferring 
from Nevada.
“I’m so excited we have 
five pitchers I can’t even be-
gin to tell you,” head coach 
Connie Clark said. “After 
coming off of last season, you 
can’t be thin … so if we’ve got 
a little bit of a crowded house 
that’s okay.”
Variety comes with num-
bers in the bullpen, but 
also on the individual level. 
Left-handed senior Tiar-
ra Davis has enhanced her 
identity as a pitcher, adding 
two more pitches to her five 
for more variety. 
“She has added a backdoor 
curve and her offspeed pitch is 
significant right now, so she’ll 
have a little bit of a different 
look,” Clark said. “She’s got 
to be able to put people away 
and not get consumed with a 
strikeout but just win the next 
pitch and attack earlier.”
The Longhorns also wel-
comed hitting coach Tripp 
MacKay to change their of-
fensive strategy. MacKay 
hails from Oklahoma, last 
year’s National Champion, 
and has already established a 
championship mindset in the 
Texas players.
“He comes with his own 
terminology and I think it’s 
about how our own team 
takes it on and how our own 
team puts swagger on it,” se-
nior first baseman Kelli Han-
zel said. “We look, as an of-
fense, to score more than five 
runs a game. We have a cou-
ple slappers in the lineup, but 
we’re a power-hitting team.” 
The depth in the bullpen 
and new offensive strategy 
have the Longhorns looking 
at nothing short of a cham-
pionship this year. They will 
jump-start their season with 
three talent-heavy pre-season 
tournaments, including this 
weekend’s matchup against 
No. 16 Minnesota. 
Before facing the Golden 
Gophers at 7 p.m. in the sec-
ond leg of a double header, 
Texas takes on Colorado State 
at 4:30 p.m. on Friday.
“I’ve been in clubhouses 
where you have it or where you 
don’t have it and it’s the thing,” 
Clark said. “We’ve got to have 
it and I think this group, this 
2017, may be something spe-
cial in that regard.”
Longhorns charge up 
for long season ahead
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Junior catcher Randel Leahy swings for the fences and looks 
for success as the Longhorns open their season against 
Colorado State on Friday.
By Trenton Daeschner
@TrentonDaeschner
By Dalton Phillips
@Dalton_Tweets
By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah
Robinson, track and 
field head to Arkansas
      Lifetime Longhorns and 
Olympians Ashley Spencer 
and Morolake Akinosun 
walked up to senior By-
ron Robinson at the track 
last week.
“Who you trying to beat 
this weekend, Byron?” 
Akinosun said. 
“Everybody,” Robinson 
said.  
Robinson was one of 
eight track and field Olym-
pians to represent the 
Longhorns this summer 
in Rio de Janeiro, running 
a 48.65 in the semi-finals 
of the 400 meter hurdles. 
He missed the finals by 
0.01 seconds. 
“No one knows about 
it, but I want to make an 
honest effort to break the 
collegiate record in the 400 
hurdles,” Robinson said. 
“And say 10 years from 
now, I win two Olympic 
gold medals. If I couldn’t 
look back and say that I 
at least tried to break the 
record collegiately, then 
it wouldn’t have sat well 
for me.” 
The current collegiate 
record is held by Rio Olym-
pic gold medalist Kerron 
Clement at 47.73 seconds, 
but before Robinson hits 
the hurdles, he hopes to 
take home the national ti-
tle in the men’s 4x400 me-
ter relay and open 400 at 
NCAA Indoors. 
“Indoor is not my fa-
vorite, at all,” Robinson 
said. “I’m a 400 hurdler 
by heart, but I think I 
could run with and beat 
these 400 guys, so I want 
to give them a run for 
their money.” 
Texas experienced 
much disappointment as 
a team last season, tak-
ing fifth in the NCAA 
Indoors and only send-
ing Senoj-Jay Givans to 
the finals of the NCAA 
Outdoor competition. 
But Robinson believes 
the momentum can shift, 
starting this weekend at 
the Tyson Invitational in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. As 
an Olympic veteran, he 
looks to lead the team to 
success this season.
“Byron is just feisty,” 
sprints coach Tonja Bai-
ley said. “He’s just very 
aggressive and wants it re-
ally bad. Byron is actually 
vocal, he’ll come to you at 
practice and be like, ‘Get 
it together!’”
— Leah Vann
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
We’re definitely living in the 
moment, we’re going to enjoy 
tonight. But we have Kansas 
next. 
—Ariel Atkins
Junior guard
Longhorns carry momentum 
home to battle against Kansas
Arina McCain didn’t al-
ways plan on becoming a 
performer, but she fell deep-
ly in love with music and ev-
erything that it could teach 
and transmit.
“It is not an easy job to 
be a musician, but you feel 
so strongly about playing 
that you absolutely can’t do 
anything else,” said Artina 
McCain. “This is what you 
have to do.”
This Black History 
Month, Artina McCain, UT 
Alumna and Black Com-
posers concert pianist and 
curator, as well as fellow UT 
Alumni Martin McCain and 
Icy Simpson-Monroe, will 
get a chance to use music to 
celebrate the contributions 
of their community through 
history as they perform 
in Austin Chamber Music 
Center’s Black Composers 
concert.
“I made a point to not just 
engage African American 
artists but engage any artist 
who has this repertoire in 
their fingers and is concert-
izing with it because it is not 
just for black people,“ said 
Artina McCain. “It’s just 
music and it is just music for 
people.” 
Artina McCain said this 
year’s theme will focus on 
African American song 
and dance, including genres 
ranging from gospel related 
works to art songs.  
“We have a couple of 
dances that will have you 
clapping your hands and 
tapping your feet or you 
might want a cocktail be-
cause it sounds so bar-like 
and sultry,” Artina McCain 
said. “And then we have 
some spirituals, but also the 
spiritual many might know 
had hidden meanings for 
slaves at the time to escape 
slavery.”
For Martin McCain, a 
bass trombone player, Black 
History Month is more than 
just a month to celebrating 
African-American culture, 
it’s about recognizing the 
common historical threads 
that unite us all
“I don’t think it is a month 
thing, I think it is just more 
about the history behind ev-
erything,” McCain said. 
Simpson-Monroe hopes 
that this concert and Black 
History Month will serve a 
wider purpose than solely 
celebrating African Ameri-
can history and culture. 
“At this time it is more 
important that we contin-
ue to shed light on the fact 
that we need to facilitate 
love across races,” Simpson- 
Monroe said. “I think it is 
important with months that 
celebrate hispanic history 
and months that celebrate 
asian history and months 
that celebrate black history. 
These months are crucial 
because they remind people 
of that.” 
The concert will also be 
spotlighting lesser known 
composers who have made 
great accomplishments in 
their careers but never re-
ceived the recognition they 
deserve. 
“The composers that we 
feature are highly decorated, 
just as decorated as their eu-
ropean colleagues,” Artina 
McCain said. “Their music 
has just not made it to the 
mainstream as much as we 
would like.”
Icy Simpson-Monroe, a 
soprano, said she believes 
this year’s Black History 
For five Austin women, the 
phrase “Damn Gina!” is not 
said with exasperation like it 
was in the 1990s sitcom, “Mar-
tin.” They say it with pride to 
express their comfort as black 
individuals.
The improv troupe, Damn 
Gina!, got its start in mid-2015 
when founding members Cene 
Hale, Maggie Maye, Ronni-
ta Miller, Tauri Laws-Phillips 
and Xaria Coleman met taking 
classes at Austin’s ColdTowne 
Theater.
Troupe member Laws-Phil-
lips said after talking to each 
other just a few times, they 
knew they wanted their come-
dy group to provide alternative 
views not present within the 
largely white, male comedy 
scene. 
“For a long time, improv 
was white dudes with glasses 
and plaid shirts, and we’re not 
knocking that, that’s great and 
was funny and is still funny.” 
Laws-Phillips said.
In their comedy classes, 
workplaces and in other envi-
ronments, Laws-Phillips said 
troupe members often found 
themselves to be the only peo-
ple of color. She said it was a 
relief for all of them to find 
each other and bond over their 
shared experiences of being 
black, female and comedians.
“We’re here, we’re a part of it, 
and it was really special to find 
each other,” Laws-Phillips said.
Laws-Phillips said the com-
mon experiences and connec-
tions troupe members share is 
crucial to their improv comedy 
because of the spontaneous 
nature of their art — in un-
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Black composers celebrate tradition 
By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18
Damn Gina!
By Morgan O’Hanlon
@ mcohanlon
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UT alumni Artina McCain and her husband Martin McCain 
will be performing at the Austin Chamber Music Center’s Black 
Composers concert on Feb. 11 and 12. Artina curated the event 
with the intent of celebrating the contributions of the black com-
munity through history, song and dance.DAMN GINA page 5
Union screens ‘Get Out’
Outside the Union The-
ater most Thursday nights, 
eager students wait to get 
a chance to see the week’s 
free screening. Last night 
was no different with a spe-
cial early screening of the 
upcoming film “Get Out.” 
“Get Out” follows a 
young African-Ameri-
can named Chris, played 
by Daniel Kaluuya, as he 
meets the parents of his 
white girlfriend. Though 
interracial relationships 
have been legal for over 50 
years, they continue to car-
ry stigmas from the days of 
Jim Crow.
“As a black man myself, 
this is a concept I can relate 
to: dating a non-black per-
son and wondering if you 
would really be accepted by 
that other person’s family,” 
president of the Film Ad-
miration Society of Texas 
Alton Braxton said.
FAST is a club at UT that 
attends local screenings 
at the Union such as “Get 
Out” in order to build a 
community of cinephiles.
“We like to make an ef-
fort to attend (the screen-
ings) in a group, that way 
we can experience the films 
together and discuss them 
afterwards,” Braxton said. 
“Get Out” is just the type 
of film that provides inter-
esting conversation fodder 
for FAST. “Get Out” is the 
directorial debut of Jordan 
Peele, one half of the com-
edy-sketch duo Key and 
Peele.” Some may see this 
as an unexpected change 
of pace, but according to 
Peele, horror and comedy 
are actually quite alike in 
how they both are about 
inciting a physical reaction 
in the audience. The film 
stars an African-American, 
a rarity in Hollywood hor-
ror flicks. 
UT’s screening of “Get 
Out” was only possible 
due to the work of Campus 
Events + Entertainment, 
a student run organiza-
tion that puts on different 
events, free for UT stu-
dents. E+E has been work-
ing with Universal studio’s 
brand ambassador for the 
past year to bring early 
screenings of highly antici-
pated movies to campus. 
“If we get 300 people into 
a room to see a movie, then 
those 300 people will go 
tell their friends that they 
enjoyed it,” E+E president 
and UT alumnus Paul Stan-
ley Mannie said. “It’s an 
easy way to breach into the 
campus and to get students 
to go out to their movies.”
This February, there 
is an emphasis on Afri-
can-American-led and 
directed films. For exam-
ple, next week E+E will be 
showing the Oscar nom-
inated film Moonlight 
(2016) with special guest 
UT alumnus and star of the 
film Trevante Rhodes.
“(We) were purposeful 
in putting those films in 
February, but had they not 
put them in February, it’s 
just choosing a film that’s 
great,” Mannie said, “And I 
think sometimes that gets 
confused with, ‘Let’s let the 
African-Americans watch a 
movie’ versus just showing 
a movie that maybe Afri-
can-American led.”
“Get Out” also express-
es a minority perspective 
rarely seen on the silver 
screen in how it’s show-
cases a black man in the 
lead while simultaneously 
dealing with such complex 
issues as institutionalized 
racism. 
“We want to represent 
those different interests 
that we didn’t see in the 
past, and that are coming 
up now,” Chair of Show-
time Wendy Lopez said. 
“We want people to be able 
to connect and relate to 
what is being seen on the 
screen.”
E+E doesn’t shy away 
from presenting movies 
depicting controversial 
themes such as those ex-
pressed in “Get Out.” Just 
last month, they exhibit-
ed Blazing Saddles (1974), 
a Mel Brooks Western 
parody that has received 
criticism for its use of the 
n-word. E+E differs from 
other organizations in its 
location on college campus 
By Chris Boyd Peck
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Campus Events + Entertainment president Paul Stanley 
Mannie comments on movies put on by E+E every Thursday. 
He points to Get Out, the new horror flick featured at the 
Union this Thursday, and its importance regarding interracial 
relations and black actors in Hollywood.
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